Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (currently amended) A method of drying metallic waste likely to catch fire and/or 
explode, said dried waste being for compacting, the method comprising: 

loading said waste into a compacting canister; said canister of cylindrical or 
prismatic shap e having one or more axial walls, a bottom, and a cover, and being fitted with 
means r e sp e ctiv e ly for enabling a drying inert gas to be introduced into said canister and means 
for enabling said drying inert gas to be evacuated from said canister so as to dry said waste 
loading loaded in said canister, said means for introducing enabling said drying inert gas to be 
introduced and said means for enabling e vacuating said drying inert gas to be evacuated being 
arranged relative to each other in such a manner that said drying inert gas introduced into the 
said canister flows significantly through said waste prior to being evacuated from the said 
canister, said canister being closed by its cover after being loaded; 

moving said loaded caniste r, prior to said loading, having pr e viously b ee n 
position e d e mpty in the a cavity of a moving enclosure, said cavity being formed in the body of 
said moving enclosure, and being open on top , or oth e rwis e ; and then 

— said load e d canist e r clos e d by its cover is positioned in th e cavity of a moving 
enclosur e , said cavity b e ing provided in th e body of said moving e nclosur e and b e ing op e n on 
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docking said moving enclosure load e d with said having said waste-loaded canister 
its e lf load e d with said wast e therein to a stationary docking station; said stationary docking 
station 

+ presenting a configuration adapted to confine said canister in a hermetically 
closed volume once said moving enclosure has docked; and 
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+ being fitted with means resp e ctiv e ly for delivering said drying gas into said 
canister and means for evacuating said drying gas from said canister; said means for delivering 
said drying gas into said canister of said docking station being suitable r e spectiv e ly for co- 
operating with the said means for introducing and e vacuating enabling said drying gas that ar e 
fitt e d to be introduced into said canister, either directly and or and/or via means for circulating 
said gas formed in the body of said moving enclosure , said means for evacuating said drying gas 
from said canister in said docking station being suitable for co-operating with said means in said 
canister for enabling said drying inert gas to be evacuated from said canister, either directly 
and/or via means for circulating said gas formed in the body of said moving enclosure ; and 

- s e tting circulating said drying inert gas into circulation through said canister confined in 
said docked moving enclosure. 

2. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein, at least one of 
said means for introducing or delivering and said means for evacuating, advantag e ously for 
introducing, said drying inert gas , th e suitabl e m e ans of th e in said docking station co-operate 
with th e suitabl e its respective enabling means fitted to the said bottom of said canister via means 
for circulating said gas arranged in the body of said moving enclosure. 

3. (original) The method according to claim 2, wherein said drying inert gas is 
introduced into said canister via a check valve fitted to the bottom of said canister. 

4. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein, at least one of 
said means for introducing or delivering said drying inert gas and said means for evacuating, 
advantag e ously e vacuating, said drying inert gas , the suitabl e m e ans of the in said docking 
station co-operate directly with th e suitabl e its respective enabling means fitted to the said cover 
of said canister. 

5. (original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said drying inert gas is 
evacuated under conditions which limit the entrainment of dust. 



6. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein, in parallel with 
s e tting circulating said drying inert gas into circulation , the method includes sweeping the said 
fraction of the hermetically closed volume that is not occupied by said canister with an inert gas 
delivered by suitable means from said stationary docking station either directly or via means for 
circulating said inert gas and formed in the body of said moving enclosure^-and ; said inert gas 
being evacuated together with said drying inert gas by the evacuation means of said docking 
station directly or via means for s e tting circulating said inert gas into circulation and arranged in 
the said body of said moving enclosure , or else dir e ctly , 

7. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein said drying inert 
gas and said sweeping inert gas when used, circulat e s circulate in means of the fixed pipework 
type. 

8. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1, comprising: 

loading said waste into a compacting canister; said canister presenting on its 
bottom a check valve suitable for introducing the drying inert gas, and on its cover means 
suitable for evacuating said drying inert gas while limiting the entrainment of dust; 

positioning said loaded canister closed by its cover in the said cavity of a said 
moving enclosure; said cavity being provided in the said body of said moving enclosure and 
opening out in the a top portion thereof; 

docking said moving enclosure loaded with said waste-loaded canister,-4tsetf 
loaded with said wast e , to a said stationary docking station, said stationary docking station: 

+ pr e s e nting a suitabl e configuration for said canist e r to b e confin e d in a 
h e rmetically clos e d volume onc e said moving e nclosur e has dock e d; and 

+ being fitted with fixed pipework respectively for delivering said drying inert gas 
into said canister and for evacuating said drying inert gas from said canister said drying in e rt gas ; 
said fixed pipework for delivering said drying inert gas co-operating with said a check valve 
provided on the bottom of said canister via fixed pipework for circulating said drying inert gas 
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and provided in the body of said moving enclosure, and said fixed pipework for evacuating said 
drying inert gas co-operating directly with the said means for evacuating enabling said inert 
drying gas to be evacuated, which is provided on the cover of said gas canister ; 

s e tting circulating said drying inert gas into circulation through said canister 
confined in said docked moving enclosure together with s e tting circulating said sweeping inert 
gas as delivered by fixed pipework of said docking h e ad into circulation station via fixed 
pipework for circulating said sweeping in e rt gas and provided in the body of said moving 
enclosure, through the fraction of the hermetically closed volume that is not occupied by said 
canister, said sweeping inert gas being evacuated directly together with said drying inert gas via 
the fixed evacuation pipework of said docking head station . 

9. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1, the method being 
implemented with limitation of heat loss from said drying inert gas; said moving enclosure being 
thermally insulated and/or said sw e eping in e rt gas, if used, advantageously being us e d hot , 

10. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein said drying inert 
gas is selected from the group consisting of nitrogen, and argo n, or e ven and air, and is delivered 
at a temperature lying in the range 180°C to 210°C. 

11. (currently amended) The method according to claim 6, wherein said sweeping 
inert gas is selected from the group consisting of nitrogen, and argon , or ev e n and ai r, and is 
advantag e ously d e liv e r e d hot, advantag e ously at a t e mp e ratur e lying in th e rang e 80°C to 120 Q G. 

12. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein said metallic 
waste is radioactive waste, containing at least one of zirconium^ and/or magnesium and/or alloys 
of zirconium and alloys of magnesium of th e s e motals, in particular . 

13. -20 (canceled) 
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21. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein said step of loading said waste into said 
canister is performed prior to the positioning of said canister in said cavity of said moving 
enclosure. 

22. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein said step of loading said waste into said 
canister is performed subsequent to the positioning of said canister in said cavity of said moving 
enclosure. 

23. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein said canister is cylindrical. 

24. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein said canister is prismatic in shape. 

25. (New) The method of claim 9, wherein said sweeping inert gas comprises hot 
sweeping inert gas. 

26. (New) The method claim 11, wherein said sweeping inert gas is delivered hot. 

27. (New) The method of claim 26, wherein said sweeping inert gas is delivered at a 
temperature in the range of from about 80° to about 120° C. 
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